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Historicism in the thought of Hassan Hanafi"

Its effects on religion are a critical inductive study

Mahmoud Rashad Muhammad

Department of Islamic Culture, Faculty of Islamic Propagation,
Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: MahmoudRashad.Y Y @azhar.edu.eg

Abstract;

This study presents and critiques the thought of modernists who
view the Holy Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah, the two primary
sources of revelation, as history, or as part of a human experience,
They do not have the quality of sanctity and obligation; rather, they
must be subject to the process of criticism and continuous
transcendence. Just as history tells of a specific time, so revelation
came for a specific historical period and does not go beyond it to
another period. It has no right to dominate, control, teach, and
purify because it is limited to a specific historical period and does
not go beyond it. What is suitable for the past is not suitable for the
present and the future, The reality in which we live is subject to the
rules and laws that humans agree upon and see as appropriate for
them. As for revelation, it came for a specific historical period and
should not be exceeded. Therefore, this research comes to discuss
the idea of historicism among the people of modernity, represented
by Dr. Hassan Hanafi as a model that represents them in their view
of religion, and as a kind of incomplete induction that indicates the
rest of the thought of the people of modernity, The research aims
to demonstrate that Islam has rules and principles that may not be
exceeded, in which reason is respected, and through which it
ensures keeping pace with developments and changes without
neglecting these rules; which ensures anticipating the future and
preserving the authentic rules. It also aims to study the thought of
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Hassan Hanafi with criticism and analysis, ensuring the study of
the school of modernists; because the intellectual method is one
with a slight difference in some details and vocabulary, It is also a
statement that adopting the idea of historicism is an attempt to
empty religion of its content, and make it a form without substance,
and a history without legislation or rulings, and that it is a spiritual,
emotional relationship between the believer and his Lord that does
not require rituals or worship, in which the Muslim resorts to
reason and then reason, and there is no place in it for the unseen.
The research concluded with results including: the clear
contradiction in the thought of the people of modernity, and taking
the religious texts out of their correct context, and burdening them
with what they cannot bear, The study also recommends studying
Al-Azhar's approach to explaining Mu'tazilite thought and the
responses of ancient scholars to them, so that no one can fall into
the same errors they made. This is also so that we can respond to
the modernists, enlighteners, and historicists who adopt Mu'tazilite
thought as the basis for their intellectual approach.

Keywords: Historicism, Hassan Hanafi, Antiquities, Religion,
Extrapolation, Criticism.
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