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The Jewish Kabbalah Sect and Its Influence on
Contemporary Religious Thought

Department of Religions and Sects, Faculty of Islamic
Propagation, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: MokhtarAli) YY@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract;

Kabbalah is one of the most important esoteric schools of
thought in Jewish thought. It sought to interpret divine and
existential secrets in the form of mysterious and complex symbols.
This school arose in specific historical contexts and then developed
to include multiple doctrinal and intellectual fields related to
Jewish affairs. This thought developed until it became a pantheistic
school, aiming to attempt to know God, with the aim of influencing
the divine self so that the desires of the Kabbalist are fulfilled, The
most important of which is controlling and dominating the world.
The research aims to demonstrate one of the most controversial
esoteric movements in Jewish religious and intellectual history,
namely the Jewish Kabbalah sect. The importance of this study
stems from the urgent need to understand the intellectual and
critical nature of the Kabbalah sect in light of a critical analytical
approach that reveals its symbolic and metaphysical systems. In
this research, the descriptive analytical approach was used, Init, |
described the beliefs and ideas of Kabbalah, then analyzed and
responded to them. The Jewish Kabbalah sect is considered an
esoteric doctrine based on symbolism and magic sometimes.
Kabbalah has developed greatly in order to meet the various
religious and intellectual needs in Jewish societies. The study
concluded with several results, including: The Jewish Kabbalah
sect is considered an esoteric Gnostic doctrine based on symbolism
and magic sometimes, Kabbalah also developed greatly to meet the
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various religious and intellectual needs in Jewish societies.
Kabbalah also had a clear influence on Masonic movements, and
the consolidation of the principles of sovereignty and world rule.
Kabbalah culture also spread in a simple way that attracts the
attention of the general public and is understood by the ignorant for
the purpose of spreading it in secular culture. The study proved the
clear connection between Kabbalah and materialistic and atheistic
philosophies, It had the greatest impact on Freudian and
Spinozaian thought. | recommend conducting a study on the role
of Kabbalah in distorting religious texts, as well as holding
scientific and research seminars that address raising awareness in
Islamic society about the danger of Kabbalah thought and its goals.
| also recommend warning against symbolic interpretations of
Kabbalah that do not rely on a correct scientific approach in dealing
with religious issues, It also aims to combat its spread in popular
culture and the media by providing sound alternative knowledge.
Finally, it aims to translate the Zohar, the most important reference
for Kabbalah. I did not find it translated, but rather a few texts.
Keywords: Sect, Kabbalah, Gnosticism, Jewish Sufism.
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Was it not enough what the wicked kingdom of Edom has done to us, but [we
deserve] the kingdom of Ishmael too?" At once Metatron, the foremost angel
(sar ha-penim), answered him and said: "Do not fear, son of man, for the
Almighty only brings the kingdom of Ishmael in order to deliver you from this
wicked one (Edom). He raises up over them (Ishmaelites) a prophet according
to His will and He will conguer the land for them, and they will come and
restore it to greatness, and a great dread will come between them and the sons
of Esau." Rabbi Simon answered him and said: "How [is it known] that they
are our salvation?" He (Metatron) said to him: "Did not the prophet Isaiah say
that 'he saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen etc.'? Why did he put hte chariot
of asses before the chariot of camels when he should rather have said 'a chariot
of camels and [then] a chariot of asses," because when he (Ishmael, i.e. the
Arabs) goes forth [to war], he rides upon on a camel, and when the kingdom
will arise by his hands he rides upon an ass? [Given that he said the reverse of

this], the chariot of asses, since he (the Messiah) rides upon an ass, shows that
they (the Ishmaelites, represented by the chariot of camels) are a salvation for

".(Israel, like the salvation of the rider on an ass (i.e. the Messiah
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