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The Biblical Approach to the Study of Religion

Islam Raafat Abd Rabbo

Department of Islamic Culture, Faculty of Islamic Studies, Cairo,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: Islamabdrabbo.Y « Y Y@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The study of religions is one of the most important academic
fields in which Muslims have gained significant ground, This is in
accordance with a disciplined methodology derived from the
method of the Holy Qur’an and the pure Prophetic Sunnah in
explaining beliefs and engaging in dialogue with opponents.
Among the Muslim scholars who have made a significant
contribution in this field is the encyclopedic Imam Badr al-Din al-
Ayni, who died in the year A2® AH - may God have mercy on him
- as he wrote a book entitled (Al-Mujara fi Qata’ Shabh al-Nasara),
as a result of a dialogue that took place between him and one of the
Christian bishops, This research aims to demonstrate Imam Al-
Aini’s approach in this rich field of knowledge, In this research, |
used the descriptive, historical and analytical approaches. The
research issues were addressed by defining Imam Al-Aini and his
intellectual output, and demonstrating the attribution of the
manuscript (Al-Mujara fi Qata’ Shubah Al-Nasara) to Imam Al-
Aini. The study reached the following results: Proof of the
authenticity of the attribution of the manuscript (Al-Majari fi Qata’
Shubah al-Nasara) to Imam Badr al-Din al-Ayni, who died in the
year A°e AH. It also became clear through this research that Imam
al-Ayni excelled in using scientific methods in studying religions,
and this is evident through his reliance on authentic sources in
studying the Christian religion, whether in explaining its truth or
its history, while taking into account the good presentation of the
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scientific material, its analysis and commentary on it, This is in
addition to his employing all his faculties and knowledge of the
sciences of transmission and reason in defending the religion and
responding to the doubts of the attackers. This was clearly evident
in his good use of theological and fundamentalist evidence in
debate and dialogue. The most prominent recommendations of the
research are: studying and verifying the manuscript (Al-Majari fi
Qata’a Shabh Al-Nasara) by Imam Badr Al-Din Al-Ayni, due to
its scientific value in the field of comparative religious studies, in
addition to the necessity of directing preachers, Researchers should
pay attention to the approaches of Muslim scholars in studying
religions, and follow their example in terms of qualification and
contribution.
Keywords: Methodology, Imam al-Ayni, Study, Religions.
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